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® The Next Ice Age, Worried about global warming?kTal a few scientists at Woods Hole. Oceanographers
there are seeing big trouble with the Gulf Strearhich warms both North America and Europe, by Brad

Lemley.
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8 Given the imminent threat from global warming, eviee Bush administration might be expected to laumc
War on Heat. After all, as a candidate in 2000, rgedV. Bush vowed to "establish mandatory reduction
targets" for carbon-dioxide emissions, saying heldionake the issue a top priority.

Once Bush became president, however, reducing gagbussions was the first promise he broke -- asd h
record has been all downhill from there. Only twonths after taking office, the administration wité from

the Kyoto Protocol, the global treaty that the ©ditStates signed in 1997 to set strict limits oeeghouse
emissions. Instead, Bush instituted a voluntaryssimns plan that has been an abject failure: Soofey
fourteen companies have pledged to curb their O@2ub.

The president also folded the interagency grouprttanitors climate change into the Commerce Depamtr

led by Secretary Don Evans, a former oil and gaxetive. And he called for additional climate resbathat
would delay any meaningful regulation for at leasbther decade. "We do not know how much our ckmat
could or will change in the future,” Bush declaiedh speech in the Rose Garden. Such statememd@n
open letter signed by twenty Nobel laureates, wlastbd the administration for having "consistemsiyght to
undermine" public understanding of man's role inbgl warming. (Bush's science adviser refused to be
interviewed for this article.)

Then the censorship began. In September 2002, nke#demental Protection Agency released an airitjual
report that - for the first time since 1996 - irsdd no mention of global warming. Seven monthsr ldate
White House made wholesale revisions to the clish#nge chapter of the EPA's "Report on the
Environment," playing down human influence, delgtieferences to the health impacts of global wagnaind
inserting climate data funded in part by the AmamidPetroleum Institute. The EPA withdrew the atfere
chapter, acknowledging in an internal memo thand longer accurately represents scientific conseren
climate change.

Even some Republicans have been astounded at Buelddling in EPA affairs. "What seems constantly
evident with George W. Bush is that EPA is expedtedake its marching orders from the White House o
regulatory matters," says Russell Train, who heaedgency under Richard Nixon and Gerald Forduritig

my time, | never had that happen. Never." Traire@pient of a Presidential Medal of Freedom frdma ¢lder
Bush, calls the administration's approach to glelziming "totally wrong" and "irresponsible.”

Bush can rely on key Republicans in Congress tokoémy efforts to curb pollution and stave off disa. Sen.
James Inhofe, chairman of the Environment and BWiorks Committee, dismisses global warming as a
"hoax." In a speech last July, Inhofe compared@&C to the Soviets and extolled the virtues of wWiecalled

a "CO2-enhanced" world. "It is my fervent hope,"doaicluded, "that Congress will reject the propluétdoom
who peddle propaganda masquerading as science imathe of saving the planet from catastrophic tésas
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